
Back To School
Reading Recommendations for Teens

This list is not exhaustive nor completely representative of all of the amazing fiction available for our youth that
explore themes of school. It is, however, what we hope will be a jumping off point for our middle and high
school students!

Please note: if a title you are interested in has a wait list, please don’t hesitate to place a hold on it; holds lists
are reviewed to ensure that items will most likely be available to borrow sooner than the wait time estimate
given.

All American Boys by Jason Reynolds & Brendan Kiely - A bag of chips. That's all
sixteen-year-old Rashad is looking for at the corner bodega. What he finds
instead is a fist-happy cop, Paul Galluzzo, who mistakes Rashad for a
shoplifter, mistakes Rashad's pleadings that he's stolen nothing for
belligerence, mistakes Rashad's resistance to leave the bodega as resisting
arrest, mistakes Rashad's every flinch at every punch the cop throws as further
resistance and refusal to STAY STILL as ordered. But how can you stay still
when someone is pounding your face into the concrete pavement?
There were witnesses: Quinn Collins—a varsity basketball player and Rashad's
classmate who has been raised by Paul since his own father died in

Afghanistan—and a video camera. Quinn refuses to believe that the man who has basically been his
savior could possibly be guilty. But then Rashad is absent. And absent again. And again. Simmering
tensions threaten to explode as Rashad and Quinn are forced to face decisions and consequences
they had never considered before.

The Backstagers by James Tynion IV & Rian Sygh - When Jory transfers to an
all-boys private high school, he's taken in by the lowly stage crew known as the
Backstagers. Hunter, Aziz, Sasha, and Beckett become his new best friends
and introduce him to an entire magical world that lives beyond the curtain that
the rest of the school doesn't know about, filled with strange creatures,
changing hallways, and a decades-old legend of a backstage crew that went
missing and was never found.
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Changers by T. Cooper & Allison Glock-Cooper - It’s the eve of Ethan Miller's
freshman year of high school in a brand-new town. He's finally sporting a
haircut he doesn't hate, has grown two inches since middle school, and can't
wait to try out for the soccer team. At last, everything is looking up in life.
Until the next morning. When Ethan awakens as a girl.
Ethan is a Changer, a little-known, ancient race of humans who live out each of
their four years of high school as a different person. After graduation, Changers
choose which version of themselves they will be forever—and no, they cannot
go back to who they were before the changes began. Ethan must now live as
Drew Bohner—a petite blonde with an unfortunate last name—and navigate

the treacherous waters of freshman year while also following the rules: Never tell anyone what you
are. Never disobey the Changers Council. And never, ever fall in love with another Changer.

The Cheerleaders by Kara Thomas - There are no more cheerleaders in the
town of Sunnybrook. First there was the car accident—two girls dead after
hitting a tree on a rainy night. Not long after, the murders happened. Those two
girls were killed by the man next door. The police shot him, so no one will ever
know his reasons. Monica's sister was the last cheerleader to die. After her
suicide, Sunnybrook High disbanded the cheer squad. No one wanted to be
reminded of the girls they'd lost. That was five years ago. Now the faculty and
students at Sunnybrook High want to remember the lost cheerleaders. But for
Monica, it's not that easy. She just wants to forget. Only, Monica's world is
starting to unravel. There are the letters in her stepdad's desk, an unearthed,

years-old cell phone, a strange new friend at school. . . . Whatever happened five years ago isn't
over. There are no more cheerleaders in Sunnybrook, but that doesn't mean anyone else is safe.

Eleanor & Park by Rainbow Rowell - Set over the course of one school year in
1986, this is the story of two star-crossed misfits—smart enough to know that
first love almost never lasts, but brave and desperate enough to try. When
Eleanor meets Park, you'll remember your own first love—and just how hard it
pulled you under.
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The History of Jane Doe by Michael Belanger - History buff Ray knows everything
about the peculiar legends and lore of his rural Connecticut hometown.
Burgerville's past is riddled with green cow sightings and human groundhogs,
but the most interesting thing about the present is the new girl—we'll call her
Jane Doe. Inscrutable, cool, and above all mysterious, Jane seems as
determined to hide her past as Ray is to uncover it. As fascination turns to
friendship and then to something more, Ray is certain he knows Jane's darkest,
most painful secrets and Jane herself—from past to present. But when the
unthinkable happens, Ray is forced to acknowledge that perhaps history can
only tell us so much.

It’s Not Like It’s a Secret by Misa Sugiura - Sixteen-year-old Sana Kiyohara has
too many secrets. Some are small, some are big. And then there's the one that
she can barely even admit to herself—the one about how she might have a
crush on her best friend. When Sana and her family move to California, she
begins to wonder if it's finally time for some honesty, especially after she meets
Jamie Ramirez. Jamie is beautiful and smart and unlike anyone Sana's ever
known. There are just a few problems: Sana's new friends don't trust Jamie's
crowd; Jamie's friends clearly don't want her around anyway; and a sweet guy
named Caleb seems to have more-than-friendly feelings for her. Meanwhile,
her dad's affair is becoming too obvious to ignore. Sana always figured that the

hardest thing would be to tell people that she wants to date a girl, but as she quickly learns, telling the
truth is easy...what comes after it, though, is a whole lot more complicated.

Looking for Alaska by John Green - Miles Halter is fascinated by famous last
words—and tired of his safe life at home. He leaves for boarding school to seek
what the dying poet François Rabelais called the “Great Perhaps.” Much awaits
Miles at Culver Creek, including Alaska Young, who will pull Miles into her
labyrinth and catapult him into the Great Perhaps.

Most Likely by Sarah Watson - Ava, CJ, Jordan, and Martha (listed in
alphabetical order out of fairness) have been friends since kindergarten. Now
they're in their senior year, facing their biggest fears about growing up and
growing apart. But there's more than just college on the horizon. One of these
girls is destined to become the president of the United States. The mystery, of
course, is which girl gets the gig. This is the story of four best friends who have
one another's backs through every new love, breakup, stumble, and
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success—proving that great friendships can help young women achieve anything...even a seat in the
Oval Office.

Simon vs. the Homo Sapiens Agenda by Becky Albertalli - Sixteen-year-old
and not-so-openly gay Simon Spier prefers to save his drama for the school
musical. But when an email falls into the wrong hands, his secret is at risk of
being thrust into the spotlight. Now change-averse Simon has to find a way to
step out of his comfort zone before he's pushed out—without alienating his
friends, compromising himself, or fumbling a shot at happiness with the most
confusing, adorable guy he's never met.

Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli - From the day she arrives at quiet Mica High in a burst
of color and sound, the hallways hum with the murmur of “Stargirl, Stargirl.” She
captures Leo Borlock’ s heart with just one smile. She sparks a school-spirit
revolution with just one cheer. The students of Mica High are enchanted. At
first. Then they turn on her. Stargirl is suddenly shunned for everything that
makes her different, and Leo, panicked and desperate with love, urges her to
become the very thing that can destroy her: normal.

To All the Boys I’ve Loved Before by Jenny Han - Sixteen-year-old Lara Jean
Song keeps her love letters in a hatbox her mother gave her. They aren't love
letters that anyone else wrote for her; these are ones she's written. One for
every boy she's ever loved—five in all. When she writes, she pours out her
heart and soul and says all the things she would never say in real life,
because her letters are for her eyes only. Until the day her secret letters are
mailed, and suddenly, Lara Jean's love life goes from imaginary to out of
control.
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Truly Devious by Maureen Johnson - Ellingham Academy is a famous private
school in Vermont for the brightest thinkers, inventors, and artists. It was
founded by Albert Ellingham, an early twentieth century tycoon, who wanted to
make a wonderful place full of riddles, twisting pathways, and gardens. "A
place," he said, "where learning is a game." Shortly after the school opened,
his wife and daughter were kidnapped. The only real clue was a mocking riddle
listing methods of murder, signed with the frightening pseudonym "Truly,
Devious." It became one of the great unsolved crimes of American history.
True-crime aficionado Stevie Bell is set to begin her first year at Ellingham
Academy, and she has an ambitious plan: She will solve this cold case. That is,

she will solve the case when she gets a grip on her demanding new school life and her housemates:
the inventor, the novelist, the actor, the artist, and the jokester. But something strange is happening.
The past has crawled out of its grave. Someone has gotten away with murder.

We Are Okay by Nina LaCour - Marin hasn’t spoken to anyone from her old life
since the day she left everything behind. No one knows the truth about those
final weeks. Not even her best friend Mabel. But even thousands of miles away
from the California coast, at college in New York, Marin still feels the pull of the
life and tragedy she’s tried to outrun. Now, months later, alone in an emptied
dorm for winter break, Marin waits. Mabel is coming to visit and Marin will be
forced to face everything that’s been left unsaid and finally confront the
loneliness that has made a home in her heart.

We Didn’t Ask For This by Adi Alsaid - Every year, lock-in night changes lives.
This year, it might just change the world. Central International School's annual
lock-in is legendary — and for six students, this year's lock-in is the answer to
their dreams. The chance to finally win the contest. Kiss the guy. Make a friend.
Become the star of a story that will be passed down from student to student for
years to come. But then a group of students, led by Marisa Cuevas, stage an
eco-protest and chain themselves to the doors, vowing to keep everyone
trapped inside until their list of demands is met. While some students rally to
the cause, others are devastated as they watch their plans fall apart. And

Marisa, once so certain of her goals, must now decide just how far she'll go to attain them.
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